Call for Papers for PhD Students and Early Career Researchers
EAJS Laboratory Workshop
Research Approaches in Hebrew Bible Manuscript Studies.
A Critical Overview Based on Evidence from the Dead Sea Scrolls, Cairo Genizah and
European Genizah
6th to 8th June 2016, MSSH, Aix-en-Provence

This EAJS Laboratory workshop will focus on the material transmission of the Hebrew Bible from
Antiquity to the Middle Ages. We will examine a range of research methods used in the three
main fields of Hebrew Bible manuscript studies: Dead Sea Scroll, Cairo Genizah and European
Genizot studies.
Although Dead Sea Scroll (DSS), Cairo Genizah (CG) and European Genizot (EG) manuscripts
date from different eras and come from a diversity of geographical and cultural backgrounds,
they all constitute the only primary sources we have for the study of the transmission of the
Hebrew Bible. As such, they provide various fields of research with important information about
their background.
Although DSS, CG and EG studies share a common concern with the transmission of the
Hebrew Bible, their research approaches differ. Whereas studies on the DSS focus mainly on
linguistics and literature, the study of Medieval Hebrew Bible manuscripts (CG and EG studies)
concentrates on philology, palaeography and codicology. The online availability of digitised
manuscripts, the development of databases and other new research tools are also having an
increasing impact on research practices.
Bringing together PhD students, early career researchers and established scholars working on
Hebrew Bible manuscripts, this transdisciplinary event will encourage participants to share their
research methods and approaches, in order to foster and encourage future transdisciplinary
research collaborations between them.
In order to provide a focus for discussion this workshop will address the following questions:
1. What are the approaches to the study of Hebrew Bible manuscripts (e.g. language,
palaeography)?
2. What are the limits of these approaches (i.e. how much do they tell us)?
3. How are these approaches applied in DSS, CG and EG studies (e.g. are palaeographical
approaches the same in all three fields)?
4. How can researchers in these three fields benefit from each others’ research practices?
5. Can digital tools make Hebrew Bible studies more rigorous?
6. What research tools are still needed to improve the study of the material transmission of
the Hebrew Bible?
There will be three sessions, each focused on a specific field of research: Dead Sea Scrolls, the
Cairo Genizah and the European Genizah. Each session will be introduced by a keynote lecture.
Short presentations (10-15 min) by the participants will follow. All participants will be asked to
send a first draft of their paper one month prior to the event in order to give the other participants
time to prepare for an extended discussion.
To apply please send the following information to admin@eurojewishstudies.org by May 7, 2015.
• A short (half-page) letter of motivation giving your reasons for wishing to participate in
this event.
• The title of a potential presentation and a short abstract.
• A curriculum vitae, and the names of two referees, one of whom should be your
academic supervisor.

•

EAJS membership details (note that all participants should be EAJS members at the time
of the event).

PhD students and early career researchers will be notified of the outcome shortly after 21 May
2015.
The Organisers :
 Élodie Attia-Kay (Centre Paul-Albert Février, Aix-Marseille University)
 Samuel Blapp (University of Cambridge, FAMES)
 Antony Perrot (EPHE-Sorbonne, IVth section, Paris)
Funded by the EAJS Programme in European Jewish Studies, the Stiftung “Erinnerung,
Verantwortung, Zukunft” (Berlin) and the Centre Paul-Albert Février (Aix).

